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At first glance, you could mistake the XPS 15z
for a MacBook Pro, thanks to its slim alloy
chassis, slot-loading optical drive and LED
battery indicator. However, the 15z is a
fantastic laptop in its own right.

Made from aluminium and magnesium alloy
and less than 25mm thick, the chassis is simply
gorgeous and incredibly sturdy. A screen hinge
on the top of the chassis looks great, especially
with the power LED forming part of the design,
but limits the amount of tilt. Thankfully,
viewing angles on the Full HD display are
above average, with minimal loss of contrast.

As the name suggests, the 15z has a 15.6in
screen; at its native 1,920x1,080 resolution,
text can appear very small. However, Dell sets
the default Windows text
size to 125 per cent in the
factory, so we could easily
read file and folder names
straight away. Adding to

SUMMARY

VERDICT Excellent 2D and 3D performance,
and it looks stunning. If you want style as
well as substance, the XPS 15z is perfect

great, but it isn't all good news. Colours are too
vibrant at the default settings and the
glossy finish is also highly reflective.

Sadly the 152's speakers don’t match
the quality of those on the regular XPS 15.
Music sounds clear, even-at maximum volume,
and is easily loud enough to fill a medium-sized
room, but bass is lacking. Even so, the overall
sound quality is still very high for a laptop.

The second-generation Intel Core i7-2620M
is powerful enough for most tasks. Usually
clocked to 2.7GHz, Turbo Boost can increase this
to 3.4GHz for even more performance. Paired
with 8GB of memory, it sailed through our
benchmarks with a score of 61. Only a laptop
with a quad-core processor can better that.

It's also no slouch when
it comes to games, thanks
to an Nvidia GeForce
525M graphics card, With
2GB of video memory, Dirt

the incredibly sharp
picture is a very bright
backlight. It's rated at
300cd/m? compared with
the 200cd/m? of most

wiidescreen LCD, 2.6kg

DETAILS www.dell.couk

GENERAL-PURPOSE LAPTOP Intel Core
17-2620M, 8GB RAM, 750GB disk, Nvidia GeForce
GT 525M graphics, DVD+/-RW +/-DL, 15.6in

PART CODE DMUK5-N0015204

3 ran at a smooth 37.9fps.
It's easily capable of playing
Full HD content on the
laptop or on an external
display using the HDMI or

laptops. Contrast is also

mini DisplayPort outputs.

Nvidia's Optimus technology can disable the
graphics card to improve battery life, and we
were impressed with a result of seven-and-a-half
hours in our light-use test.

Typing on the backlit QWERTY keyboard is a
pleasure, The large, chiclet-style keys have a
surprisingly short amount of travel. There's some
slight flex in the keyboard tray, but nothing to
worry about. Dell has rejected a numberpad in
favour of placing the speakers at either side of
the keyboard, which is a worthwhile sacrifice
considering the quality of the speakers. The
touchpad is the ideal size and very responsive, as
are the two buttons below it.

The XPS 15z beats the MacBook Pro 15in in a
number of ways. It may not be as fast, but it has
better battery life, a higher-resolution screen, a
wider range of games to choose from and costs
£650 less. If you want a powerful and stylish
Windows laptop, the XPS 15z is the one to buy.





